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Report on Wild Bird Nesting Boxes.
Survey Conducted October / November 2010
Last years report was based on the geographical areas and identified using the woodland names as mapped within the management plan 2009-2013.
This year to simplify matters the results of the annual box cleaning, repair and replacement has been to list findings. These are shown below and I apologise for the inadequate information. This is due to my own ignorance. Where I am uncertain of the identity of the nest It has been listed as Tit. There are lots of those.
I have found this yearly exercise most interesting in many ways. The nesting material the birds have used is always different, starts with moss and hay and ends up with animal hairs/ fur/ feathers and anything they can lay their beaks to. I am always delighted to discover yet another complete, dry, vacated nest.
 Last spring I scattered some of the contents of some feather pillows in the meadows on the reserve and was pleased to see they had made use of some of them.

  I never cease to be amazed at the amount of effort they put into these nests. 
Very few dead young were found, and indeed few un-hatched eggs.  A most satisfactory result, we are making a big difference in Chard.

Two nests had further occupants both I suspect were mice/Dormice. Where possible I replaced the mouse nesting material. 

· The boxes are now numbered consecutively as far as possible starting from the Angler Car Park  to reach the Oakland’s car park and Scots Pine Plantation.( Bird Hide Area). Daisy Meadow and the Railway copse have a  16 boxes.
· Success rate for hole nesting boxes is high. I estimate this at  96.5 % usage. And including open boxes 89% overall.

· Unused open boxes were converted to hole boxes and re-sited during the survey. None have been used in the past three years.
·  Number of nesting boxes increased to 82 for next season. (  including Daisy meadow and Railway Copse) Two are not numbered a blackbird platform and a Tree creeper box.
· Only five boxes were damaged by predators Squirrel or Woodpecker.

· All unused open fronted boxes have been removed and converted to hole access with two exceptions.
· Owl boxes not inspected as they are over 4 metres high and need ladder extension. I will advise when this has been done.
The take up rate of boxes is very encouraging which may indicate that there must be adequate food supplies to hand within the habitat and surrounding area.

All nesting boxes are erected and numbered sequentially starting from the Anglers car park where the Ranger base is situated.
Assistance will be needed in next years annual clean out. Volunteers apply now. All boxes are now numbered to 1- 80.
	Box Number
	Hole Size 
	Species Evidence
	Predator Damage
	Condition
	Comments

	1
	25mm
	Blue tit
	None
	Used
	

	2
	Open  100mm
	None
	None
	Unused
	

	3
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	

	4
	32mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	

	5
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	

	6
	32mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	

	7
	29mm
	Tit?
	None
	Used
	Brown speckled feathers

	8
	32mm
	Nuthatch
	None
	Used
	

	9
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	

	10
	Open 100mm
	None
	None
	Unused
	

	11
	30mm
	Tit?
	None
	Used
	

	12
	32mm
	Tit?
	None
	Used
	

	13
	32mm
	Nuthatch
	None
	Used
	Mostly leaves

	14
	40mm
	Maybe tit nest
	Woodpecker damage
	Used
	

	15
	Large  150mm dia
	Twigs ? 
	None
	Used
	Owll3. Twigs 

	16
	30mm
	Tit
	Moss
	Used
	

	17
	32mm
	Tit
	Moss
	Used
	

	18
	30
	Tit
	
	Used
	

	19
	32mm
	Nuthatch
	Leaves
	Used
	

	20
	35mm
	Tit
	2 dead nestling
	Used
	

	21
	Open 100mm
	Not known
	None
	Used
	

	22
	Large Species 
	None
	n/a
	Not used
	

	23
	30mm
	 Tit
	None
	used
	

	24
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	

	25
	32mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	

	26
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	

	27
	Open box 100mm
	None
	None
	Not used
	

	28
	Large Species
	?  Squirrel
	None
	Used 
	Leaves/twigs

	29
	32mm
	Not known
	yes
	used
	Moss only

	30
	40mm
	Not known
	Hole enlarged
	used
	Moss only

	31
	32mm
	Nuthatch
	none
	Used
	Leaves 

	31
	30mm
	Tit?
	None
	Used
	

	33
	Open 100mm
	n/a
	None
	Not used
	

	34
	25mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Nr hide

	35
	32mm
	Tit
	Squirrel Damage
	Used
	Nr hide

	36
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Nr hide

	37
	150mm large box
	Squirell?
	None
	Used
	Nr hide

	38
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Nr hide

	40
	32mm
	Ti
	None
	Used
	Oaklands Car park

	41
	25mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Oaklands CP

	42
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Oaklands cp

	43
	32mm
	None
	None
	Roosting evidence
	Oaklands cp

	44
	30mm
	Failed nest 4 eggs
	None
	
	Oaklands CP

	45
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	
	Oaklands CP

	46
	25mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Roosting only Daisy meadow

	47
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Daisy Meadow

	48
	30mm
	Titi
	Nione
	Used
	Railway Copse

	49
	25mm
	?
	None
	Used
	Railway Copse

	50
	30mm
	tit
	none
	Used
	Railway Copse 4 eggs

	51
	25mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Railway Copse

	52
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Railway Copse 4 eggs

	53
	25mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Railway Copse

	54
	30mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Railway Copse

	55
	32mm
	?
	None
	Used
	Railway Copse

	57
	25mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Railway Copse

	58
	32mm
	n/a
	None
	Not used
	Railway Copse

	59
	25mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Railway Copse

	60
	32mm
	Tit
	None 
	Used
	Railway Copse

	61
	32mm
	Tit
	None
	Used
	Railway Copse

One dead chick. Dormouse? nest build on top of old tit nest. Nest left intact.

	Owl 1
	150mm
	Not inspected
	
	
	North bay

	Owl 2
	150mm
	Not inspected
	
	
	North bay

	
	
	
	
	
	


Survey conducted by Lewis Bates, Henry Miller.
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